
 

 

 

         
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
June 17, 2010 
 

Great Expectations 
 

It's time to say, "Good-bye." 
Our year has come to an end. 

I've made more cherished memories 
And many more new friends. 

I've watched your children learn and grow 
And change from day to day. 

I hope that all the things we've done 
Have helped in some small way. 

So it's with happy memories 
I send them out the door, 

With great hope and expectations 
For what next year holds in store. 

by Maria Cuellar-Munson 
 

Wow!  We have come to the end of another exciting school year.  The theme for the year was òSmith Making 
Connections.ó  Thank you for all that you have done as our Smith School community to assist with this goal.  You 
have been wonderful and supportive families.  Keep reading with your children over the summer and providing 
those rich family experiences. 
 
As we say goodbye to a few of our valued staff, we look with hope and great expectations for what our next year 
holds.  Mrs. Bachman, Mrs. Bergen, Mrs. Tanner and Mr. Sturm, thank you and we will miss you.   
 
Love from Principal Bolton and Smith School Community. 
 
Summer Notes: 
 
If you move over the summer, please contact the school.  Our office hours will be 8:30-3:00 pm, Monday through 
Friday.   
 
Every student at Smith School is expected to complete the Summer Challenge packet.  This involves reading and 
math activities. We want 100% participation from our students. 
 
There will be a special meeting for parents today from 4:30-5:30 pm to discuss the process and search for hiring a 
new Assistant Principal for our school.  Please plan to join Mrs. Bolton in the library, Thursday, June 17, 2010. 
 
Check our website, www.smith.whpschools.org, regularly over the summer of updated information.   
 
Have a great vacation! 
 
Delores M. Bolton, Principal 

 

Noam Sturm  

        Assistant Principal 

 

Delores M. Bolton                        
  Principal 

http://www.smith.whpschools.org/


  

 

 
Farewell to Our Valued Staff  

 

 
 
Dear Smith Community,  
 
Boy does òtime fly when youõre having fun!ó Itõs hard to believe that a whole school year has come and gone already, 
and even harder for me to believe that my last Spotlight is also a ògoodbye.ó Right from the first day, Smith School 
has welcomed me - and everyone else that ventures through its doors - with caring, loving, and open arms. The 
support in this building for students and staff alike is truly unparalleled, and I take with me many cherished 
memories of our whole community. Introducing students awarded a Smith APplause, working with our Recess 
Equipment Managers, being on Smith TV, and most importantly, working with our children and teachers to 
ensure the best possible learning is taking place are all wonderful and irreplaceable experiences.   
 
And so it is a bittersweet ògoodbye,ó filled with excitement for my new role as Principal at Bugbee School 
beginning on July 1st, but also a feeling of òthat went by so fast!ó I will miss our interactions in the classrooms, 
hallways, and drop off areas of Smith; will miss my work with this amazing group of teachers, staff, and our 
beloved Mrs. Bolton; and most of all, will miss our fantastic students and the passion and enthusiasm they bring to 
this building. I am certain that all that makes Smith so special will continue, and with a mixture of sadness and 
anticipation wish the Smith Community the best.  Thanks for making me òyoursó! 
 
Mr. Sturm 
 

Mrs. Karen Bachman, School Social Worker 

 
 

òShe gives great advice!ó òShe plays fun games and includes everyone.ó òSheõs always there to help!ó All are quotes 
heard around the building when our beloved Social Worker announced her retirement. We thank Mrs. Karen 

Bachman for her wonderfully dedicated years of service to our entire school community, helping Smithõs students, 
families and staff out literally from when the doors opened! Her knowledge of our community and history as a 

building will be hard to replace, and her attitude and warmth, sorely missed. We wish her well as she moves on to 
her next great adventure, and we know that while òyou can take the woman out of Smith, you can never take the 

Smith out of the woman!ó 



  

 

 
Mrs. Eileen Bergen, School Nurse 

 
 

Got a scratch, scrape, bloody nose, or headache? Mrs. Eileen Bergenõs got the cure! And she delivers it with such 
warmth, kindness, and calmness that everyone feels better instantly. Involved in planning for studentõs success 

around the building, on field trips, even helping our kids make the transition up to the middle school, the amazing 
thing about Mrs. Bergen is how far beyond òSchool Nurseó she takes her job! 

 
She can be found working in classrooms, outside at recess, and even in the Gym, where this year, she was honored 
with a Smith APplause for her push-up abilities! Which sums Mrs. Bergen up nicely: so involved with our students 
that she literally finds herself on a regular basis, òright in the middle of everything.ó  As she moves on to another 
adventure at a new elementary school, her professionalism, skills, and wonderful òbedside manneró make her yet 

another individual that will not be easily replaced, and will be intensely missed. 
 
 
 

Mrs. Sheri Tanner, Library Media Specialist 

 
 

Always growing, changing and learning, Mrs. Sheri Tanner might well be the ultimate example of todayõs teacher! 
Involved with Smith right from the òground floor,ó Sheri has held multiple roles in the building, teaching literally 
thousands of children in the classroom and then in a school-wide capacity! òLoves reading and helpingó ð a direct 

quote from one of her students describes her well! She could always be found with a book in her hand, and passion 
in her voice as she talked about her students and their learning. As she moves on to another school and expands her 
skills into additional leadership responsibilities, we thank her for her many years of enthusiastic service. As one of 

her favorite books  might say, òOh, the Places Youõll Go!ó 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

Dates to Remember: 

  

Thurs., 6/17 .... Spotlight  

 ........................ Gr. 5 Celebration 1:30  

Fri., 6/18 ......... Pride Assembly 9:00  

 ........................ Earth Day is Everyday  

 ........................ Last Day of School ï 2:00 Dismissal  

 
Kindergarten Alert 2010 ð 2011 

 

Calling all children eligible for 
Kindergarten in the fall!  If you 
have a child who will be five (5) 
years old on or before January 1, 

2011, please call the school office at 236-3315 as 
soon as possible so that we may add your child 
to the incoming kindergarten list.  If you know 
of a friend or neighbor with an incoming 
kindergarten student, please have them give us 
a call.         

 
Moving/Information Changes 

 

If you are moving to another 
address in West Hartford (even 
within the neighborhood), you 
must contact the Residency 

Office (561-6620) located in the Town Hall at 
50 South Main Street. The Residency Office will 
then notify Smith School so we can change our 
records. Without this notification, addresses 
cannot be changed in the school office. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Attention Parents! 

 
Please contact the office if you currently have a 
child in the 5th grade that will be going to a 
middle school other than our districtõs (Bristow, 
King Philip, or Sedgwick) in the fall.   
 

If you have a child in grades K ð 4 that 
will NOT be returning to Smith 
School in the fall, please contact the 

school office so that we can accurately plan for 
class sizes for the next year (236-3315).  
 
 
 
 

 

Medication at School 
 

Please pickup any medication you may 
have sent in to school for your child by 
the last day of school. Any medication 
not picked up after two weeks will be 
discarded. Please see the nurse if you 

need a new medication authorization form for 
next year. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our Last Day of School is  

Friday, June 18, 2010 

Dismissal at 2:00 p.m.  



  

 

 
Curriculum Connections 

 

Schoolõs almost out and that meansé. 
SUMMER READING! 
 
Thereõs nothing better than relaxing on a warm 
summer day with a good book, and the teachers 
at Smith want to know what books you spend 
your time reading this summer! 
 
Coming home with report cards this week will 
be summer reading packets for students in all 
grades. Included in the packet are lists of 
suggested books, reading records, math 
activities, and a letter explaining the summer 
reading goals for Smith School.  When students 
return to school in the September, teachers will 
be collecting the reading records and math 
work as evidence of participation in the 
summer reading program. Those students who 
participate will be celebrated in the fall!  We are 
looking for 100% participation from our 
wonderful Smith School readers, so visit the 
public library or your favorite book store and 
stock up on books this summer!   
 
HAPPY READING! 
 

News from the PTO  
 
Wow, the end of the 
school year is here!  We 
have had an excellent year 
for Box Tops for Education.  The winner of the 
May contest was Mrs. Deegan's 5th grade class.  
They collected 457 Box Tops for the contest.  
Way to go!  And now for the winning class that 
collected the most Box Tops for Education for 
the entire school year: a huge congratulations to 
Mrs. Makarewicz's 3rd grade class! The class 
collected a record 1,003 Box Tops.  The class 
received a great prize for being Top Winners.    
Overall, we had an incredible collection of Box 
Tops for Education.   Just over 7,000 Box Tops 
were turned in.  We earned $702.00 towards 
the new 6-seater swing set.  Attached to this 
Spotlight is a summer collection sheet.  Attach 

30 Box tops during the summer and turn it in to 
your teacher by September 17th.  All complete 
collection sheets will be entered in to win a 
prize. Don't forget to add your name to the 
collection sheet.  Remember to keep clipping 
during the summer!     
 

Smith School Fair 
 
Oh what a night!  That about sums up the 
experience at the Smith School fair on Friday, 
June 5th.   Parents, teachers, principals, vice 
principals, businesses, and community 
members, worked long and hard to make this 
one of the most memorable events of the year.  
There were hula hoops, tattoos, cupcakes 
dripping with frosting, and loads of smiles and 
laughter.  Special thanks and memorable 
moments includeé 
 
Thanks To: 
 

¶ All the Volunteers.  The time, coordination, 
and enthusiasm, you put in makes this all 
possible.  There are too many to thank by 
name, but you know who you are.  Please 
know that you are VERY much appreciated. 

¶ The Smith Community.  We had neighbors 
and alumni join to help out and even work 
at some of the booths. 

¶ Set Up and Clean Up Crew.  Deepest 
thanks for a job not everyone wants to do, 
but is vital to the success of the event. 

¶ NYSC.  New York Sports Club generously 
donated a one-month fitness package for 
our raffle.   

¶ Walmart.  A 10% discount on the DS Lite 
raffle also helped up generate money for the 
PTO and enrichment for Smith School 
students and parents 

¶ Angelinaõs Pizza.  Again, the discount they 
provided helped Smith enormously. 

¶ Donors.  Beverages, fruit, cupcakes, 
frosting, cakes, and sprinkles.  If we needed 
it, you provided it.  Thank you. 

¶ Nutrition Services and Custodial Staff.  
Ordering food and letting us borrow 
equipment helped make sure that no one got 
hungry and crankyé 



  

 

¶ Mother Nature.  It was such a delight to be 
outdoors this year! 

¶ Our Fundraising Coordinators and Fair 
Committee.  Bibi Ali and Ema Colon are 
two of the most energetic and organized 
fundraisers Smith School has ever seen.  Fair 
Committee included Ema, Bibi, Angela 
Belcher, M.J. Moriarty, Anne Dobrofski and 
Elaine Walker.  Thank you, thank you, 
thank you, thank you. 

 
Memorable Moments: 
 

¶ The Dunk Tank.  This was a huge success.  
The òdunkeesó got into the spirit of the 
evening, too.  One remarked after getting 
dunked, òThanks, I was getting hot 
anyway!ó 

¶ Line Dancing With DJ Dave.  Parents, 
students, and Mrs. Bolton were amazingly 
entertaining! 

¶ Green Heads and Braids.  This was a new 
booth from the 4th grade, and boy, was it 
popular!  Even though the paint ran out, we 

still had a line of girls waiting to get their 
hair braided. 

¶ Frostyõs Ice Cream Truck.  What good is a 
warm summer evening without ice cream?  
We also got 10% of the proceedsñjust for 
eating what we love. 

¶ Fifth Grade Booth.  Getting ready for 
responsibility already, the 5th graders took 
charge and worked their own booth. 

 
Thanks again for attending, volunteering, 
donating, and supporting Smith School.  Have a 
wonderful summer. 
 
Leesa Wallace  
PTO Corresponding Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



  

 



  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


